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Members 
Bob Watt, Co-Chair Vice President of Community and Government Affairs, the Boeing Company; 

and member of Washington Learns Steering Committee. 

Regina Jones, Co-Chair Governor’s Office. 

Karen Tvedt, Exec. Dir.  Early Learning Council of the Washington Learns Initiative.  

Robin Denney Makah Social Services and Early Childhood Education Manager in Neah Bay. 

Blanca Fernandez Family Services Specialist for Big Bend Community College, Even Start, in 
Moses Lake (Mattawa site). 

Nancy Gerber Spokane small business owner/Family Child Care Provider. 

Cliff Lawrence Spokane United Way; Senior Vice President and Regional Manager, Wells 
Fargo Bank. 

Dr. Debra R. Sullivan Founder and President of Praxis Institute for Early Childhood Education. 

Jada Rupley  Assistant Superintendent for Children, Youth and Family Services with 
Educational Service District 112 in Vancouver.   

Jennifer Sass-Walton Child and Family Health Supervisor, Skagit County Public Health 
Department. 

Greg Shaw  Director, Pacific NW Programs of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

Kip Tokuda  Director of Family and Youth Services for the City of Seattle. 

Gloria Trinidad Child Care Licensor with DSHS Division of Child Care and Early Learning in 
Bellingham. 

Maria Vera  Early Learning Consultant/Trainer and former Director of Family Support 
and Education Services for Catholic Family and Child Services in Pasco. 

Ex Officio Council Members/Technical Advisory Committee Co-Chairs  
Bridgett Chandler Vice President and Chief Programs Officer, Talaris Research Institute. 

Lonna Swanson Director of Early Learning, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. 

Graciela Valencia ECEAP Director, Granger School District  

Legislative members appointed by their respective caucuses: 
Bill Finkbeiner Senate – Republican, Kirkland. 

Ruth Kagi House of Representatives – Democrat, Lake Forest. 

Jeanne Kohl-Welles Senate – Democrat, Seattle. 

Jan Shabro House of Representatives – Republican, Sumner. 

Steering Committee Members 
Charlie Bingham Retired Executive Vice President of Weyerhaeuser Company 

Rosemary McAuliffe Senator from 1st District 

Victor Moore Director of the Washington State Office of Financial Management 
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